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CONTACT DETAILS: 
Wolgarston High School, Cannock Road, Penkridge, STAFFORD ST19 5RX 

01785 788 400 (Main Reception)   01785 788 414 (Family and Student Services)  
01785 788 416 (6th Form Centre)   01785 788 404 (Attendance Line)  

FAX: 01785 788 418 EMAIL: office@wolgarston.staffs.sch.uk  

More Good News on School Performance 
In addition to being in the top 1% of the most improved schools nationally for 2006-2009, we have just 
been informed that we are in the top five of the most improved Specialist Technology Schools in the 
whole country.  Out of almost 600 schools, this rates us very highly indeed. 
 

Parents… We Need Your Expertise! 
The Children’s Workforce Development Council are looking for about 10 parents to join a focus group 
to help shape a plan on how to involve mothers, fathers and other family members in their work. Par-
ticipants will receive travel costs and a £10 voucher as a contribution for your time. The next meeting 
is 1800hrs - 2000hrs on Friday 12 March at Connexions Staffordshire, Foregate Street, Stafford. For 
further information, please contact Anna Mapley on anna.mapley@wilsonsherriff.com or call 07921 
115 951. 

Dates For Your Diary 

• Monday 8 March  
• Tuesday 9 March 
• Wednesday 10 March 
• Wednesday 10 March 
• Thursday 11 March 
• Monday 15 March 
• Tuesday 16 March 
• Wednesday 17 March 
• Friday 26 March 
• Monday 29 March 
• Monday 29 March 
• Monday 29 March -  
  Saturday 3 April 
• Tuesday 30 March 
• Wednesday 31 March 
• Wednesday 31 March - 
  Thursday 1 April 
• Thursday 1 April 
• Thursday 15 April to  
  Friday 16 April 
• Monday 19 April  
 

• Year 9 ILA English DEADLINE 

• Year 12 Parents’ Evening 

• School Production “Return to the Forbidden Planet” 

• Parents’ Information Evening for Sixth Form visit to CERN, Geneva 

• School Production “Return to the Forbidden Planet” 

• Year 9 ILA International & Cultural Studies DEADLINE 

• Year 9 PHSE day 

• Year 10 to Ricoh Stadium, Coventry for Skills West Midlands Event 

• DEADLINE for Return of Year 9 Options Forms 

• Year 9 ILA Science DEADLINE 

• BTEC Travel and Tourism Visit to Alton Towers 

• Visit to St Malo, France, to Participate in Festival of European Theatre 
 

• First Schools’ Dance Show at Wolgarston 

• End Of Spring Term - School Closes for Students 

• Sixth Form Chemists’ Visit to CERN laboratories, Geneva, Switzerland 
 

• Inset day for Staff 

• Inset days for Staff  
 

• School Reopens for Summer Term 
 



 

 
Tesco and Sainsburys Vouchers 
We are once again collecting supermarket vouchers for computers and PE equipment. Send them in 
to Student Reception. 
 

HPV Vaccinations 
The next round of vaccinations for the HPV will take place on Tuesday 4 May 2010. This is a change 
to the previously advertised day due to clashes with the examination timetable. 

 

Fire Fighter Cadet Course 
There is a free course available for 13 -19 year olds interested in the Fire Service. The 
course starts on Thursday 11 March at Penkridge Fire Station, from 1800hrs - 2100hrs, 
and runs for eight weeks. For more information, contact Ruth Haigh on 01785 898516 
or email Ruth at r.haigh@staffordshirefire.gov.uk  
 

 

Dance Shows Coming Up 
As part of our collaboration with our pyramid schools, our Sports Co-ordinator, Mrs Stanton, is organis-
ing two dance shows at Wolgarston. The first, taking place on Tuesday 23 March, will involve all the 
first schools in our catchment area. The middles and high school will perform their show on Thursday 
22 April. We hope you will come along and be part of these exciting evenings. 
 

Sixth Form to Visit Oxford’s Dreaming Spires 
Mr Simmonds will be taking a small party of Year 12 students to Worcester Col-
lege, Oxford, later this month. The visit is part of a county initiative through Aim 
Higher to introduce students to the reality of applying to our best higher educa-
tional institutions. 
 
Welcome to New Member of Staff 
This week, we welcomed Mr Craig Addison to our staff. Mr Addison has taken on the role of deputy 
business manager with particular responsibilities for premises and health and safety. We hope he 
soon settles in and quickly becomes part of the team. 

 

Going for Gold 
Two Old Wolgarstonians were at Buckingham Palace last week to 
collect their gold  Duke of Edinburgh’s Award from the Duke himself.  
Thomas Askew and Katie McKay completed the Award when they 
were with us in Year 13 last year.  
For some exciting news about the D of E Award, see our end of term 
newsletter. 
 
 

Super Strong Andy 
Old Wolgarstonian, Andy Spiers recently won the British Junior Weight Lifting Championships held at 
Bournemouth University. There were 50 competitors taking part over a weekend event. Andy com-
peted weighting in at 83kgs. He then squatted 220kgs, bench pressed 135 kgs, dead lifted 235kgs giv-
ing a total of 590kgs. This placed Andy in first place in the Under 20’s category. Congratulations to 
Andy! 

 

Let’s Get Cooking 
Wolgarston’s “Let’s Get Cooking” club will be starting soon. The club will meet 
every Tuesday after school from 1530hrs to 1645hrs. The first session will be on 
16 March, launching the group with a “Pass It On” recipe. This will be followed 
on the 23 March with a “Mexican Feast”.  

Sounds delicious? Well, there are twelve spaces available in the group, so if you are interested see 
Mrs Loftus in the Food Technology room as soon as possible.  



 

 

Year 9 Options Evening 
Our Year 9 students and their parents attended the GCSE Options Evening last night and went away 
loaded with armfuls of information to help them to select their courses for GCSE in September.  Don’t 
forget that some courses may be over-subscribed, so the sooner you get your form in, the better 
chance you have of getting the choices you want.  Forms must be handed in to Mrs Neale in the library 
to be date and time stamped no later than Friday 26 March 2010. 
 
Year 11 Yearbook 
The Yearbook is now almost ready to go to print. A copy will be reviewed by Miss Kent (English 
teacher and Leader of Yearbook Team) next week and then the books will be ordered. We can only 
order the number of books that we have received payment for. Therefore, if you have not paid for 
yours yet - please give your money and order form in at Student Reception early next week. A copy of 
the original letter is available on the school website under the Parent Letters section. Don't miss out on 
this wonderful memento of your time at Wolgarston. 
 

Supporting Fairtrade 
What a busy two weeks we have had at Wolgarston promoting Fairtrade. Year 9 students enjoyed 
various activities during their Humanities lessons. They were challenged to research Fairtrade ingredi-
ents and to design their own Fairtrade snacks. The students were split into groups of four or five and 
from there had to agree on the Marketing Manager, Package Designer, Snack Designer and Promo-
tions Team.  Quite a challenge and one the students really applied themselves to. 
We also had a “Fairtrade Café” at breaktimes, with Year 10 and Year 9 students helping to sell deli-
cious chocolates, biscuits and hot cuppas! 
The Year 10 Cope students hosted a coffee morning for staff and visitors - this was well attended and 
the Fairtrade goodies were enjoyed by all. 
 
 



 

 

The next issue of the SNU due………………………………....…………. …………………………..… 19 March 2010 
The next End of Term Newsletter due……………………………………………………………............31 March 2010  

ALSO AVAILABLE IN LARGE PRINT - PLEASE CONTACT SCHOOL OFFICE 

Welcome to Wolgarston Airport 
This year’s school production is “Return to the 
Forbidden Planet” with the action taking place 
aboard a spaceship. To help set the ambience 
for the evening, we are converting the antehall at 
the front of school into an airport lounge with ki-
osks selling gifts, books etc. Therefore we are 
asking parents, students and staff to donate un-
wanted items of jewellery, ties, scarves, books, 
chocolates or any unwanted toiletries and gifts 
for our “duty free”. 
Come along and join in the fun. Look out for our 
resident alien...Mr McKenzie (Head of ICT). 
 
Boarding Passes (tickets!) are available from 
Student Reception in First Class seating (£4), 
Standard Class seating(£3) and Economy Class 
seating (£2). Concessions are £3, £2 and £1 re-
spectively. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Staffordshire Anti Bullying Pledge Scheme 
Wolgarston is now officially committed to the Anti Bullying Pledge Scheme after receiving an award 
from Peter Traves, Director for Children, Young People and Families. An action plan has been written 
to show how effective practice is being maintained and developed in our school. The views of all sec-
tions of the school community have been used to form this plan. Students, parents, governors and 
staff completed questionnaires to help with this. A copy of the Staffordshire Anti Bullying Pledge, the 
action plan and an information sheet about the school’s anti bullying work is available to all members 
of the school community on request. Mrs Nield, Family and Student Services, and Mr Curtis, Director 
of Student Performance, have both worked tirelessly to establish an anti bullying culture in our school. 
Mrs Nield said, “We will continue to work hard to ensure bullying is not tolerated at Wolgarston.” 
 

Skills West Midlands Event 
The region’s biggest hands-on careers and skills event is taking place at the Ricoh Arena, Coventry on 
Wednesday 17 March for our Year 10 students. The event is a chance for young people to find out 
about different careers, qualifications and skills needed to do a specific job. There will be an opportu-
nity for students to explore a wide range of choices available to them, by seeing what they like or dis-
like. There is no charge for this visit, but students must return the consent form by the deadline of 
Thursday 11 March. Any received after this date will not be included on the trip. 
 
 
 
 


